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AN unusually complete collection of interviews on assault land

by one combat team, ¥Full narrative at reglh;nt, battalion and cuﬂgﬁny
level., A great decl of precise tacticsl data on smphibious operstions and

small unit

combat.

Interviews {(Sources uninown) Page;

lst Bn 16th Inf

lgt Bn 16tk Inf Forward CF
AT Plat 13t Bn 16th Inf
A Co 16th Inf

B Co léth Ipf

C Co 16th Inf

D Co 16th Inf

Zna Bn 16th Inf

CGo 16th Inf

Co 16th Inf

Co 16th Inf

H Co 16th .Enf

Co 16th Inf

AT Co 16th Iinf

After Action Report CT 16
Cannon Compeny, L6th dnf
A Co 1st Medicali'Ba

i team T@8pDOTL

i*.ﬁ'l*hEHL

ki

| CLASSIFICATION CHANGED TO:

CANCEL!. "-“D
I‘mom

O NP OO O oo Hok e -

-


http://cbs.wondershare.com/go.php?pid=5610&m=db

1678 Tuf Mol It Tf Div.
Y parvative Jefler wrillen ﬁ’/‘f a mentber of o IPW TCamr whik fandled

o ¥ _?,D-_Da}, A Tl gives dm prto vimative decoun’ of P
ﬁﬂ”"’/’”f ﬁjﬂ’”’”’”ﬁ 7% AsSAw :fa?@; .ﬁ"% PpAGES

/.


http://cbs.wondershare.com/go.php?pid=5610&m=db

Remove Watermark Now

< =
: L



http://cbs.wondershare.com/go.php?pid=5610&m=db

Remove Watermark Now



http://cbs.wondershare.com/go.php?pid=5610&m=db

¥ Remove Watermark Now



http://cbs.wondershare.com/go.php?pid=5610&m=db

Remove Watermark Now

ak f 3 -
ot P r " .
“



http://cbs.wondershare.com/go.php?pid=5610&m=db

Remove Watermark Now



http://cbs.wondershare.com/go.php?pid=5610&m=db

Remove Watermark Now



http://cbs.wondershare.com/go.php?pid=5610&m=db

- Remove Watermark Now



http://cbs.wondershare.com/go.php?pid=5610&m=db

Remove Watermark Now



http://cbs.wondershare.com/go.php?pid=5610&m=db

. : = = ——
e 5 4 —— S — =
| =TT - e ——— e e = 5 " "
e —r—, = — = emove Watermark Now
T - i
J z = -
¥ - S s -
i L 2
L o L



http://cbs.wondershare.com/go.php?pid=5610&m=db

e - T -
; } " — T F T, - —_ N R
- Remove Watermark Now



http://cbs.wondershare.com/go.php?pid=5610&m=db

Remove Watermark Now



http://cbs.wondershare.com/go.php?pid=5610&m=db

Watermark Now

LELY

= - - g T P e r E R X
= = ¥ RN 5 L . 3 e )
- . . . e r, . - - 3 » } Ly
. 5 g E L 1 & o = < I 1
o . F L [ =
- - 3 o F - A 5 - - :
w L = I - - y ] & 4 ¥ 3 T 5 :
5 . e - a . - 5 i " o . . N b B 4
- a . o i
- " = . = = [5
L =, = 9 E. . 5 3 e ==, oo L1 . 1l -
- . = B - | F - . r r C -
5 - £ - =T | &
_ : . - - -
- [ 3



http://cbs.wondershare.com/go.php?pid=5610&m=db

Remove Watermark Now



http://cbs.wondershare.com/go.php?pid=5610&m=db

— = = - Remove Watermark Now

A ek e
= e T e
- = L N L E
T
N e . L. -
|
w
=



http://cbs.wondershare.com/go.php?pid=5610&m=db

Remove Watermark Now



http://cbs.wondershare.com/go.php?pid=5610&m=db

F COMPANY, 16th Infsntry @é"’" 5y |
| . ' =BG

L July 1944

Company F landed on Beach vlcinity of Colleville s Mer at 0540 hours.
Smoke laid down by the Havy and artillery had alrsady 11fted, which there=
fore enabled the enemy to observe the landing of the Compnay, e

Znemy machine guns, rifles and mortars were fired at the assault
teams as they ran out of the LCVP8, The water was =2bout 4=1/2 Tt deep,.

The assault teams had to wade across 30 yards of water under fire and
cross the beach of approzimately 150 yards under the same fire. The cost
in casualties was 6 officers ani about 50 % of the company, |

Thek second,4th and 5th “ectiona Landed approx. 400 yards too far over
to the left, These three gections played a major part in gsilencing beach
defenses in the third hn. sdctor, 3/8gt. Strojny aided in the success of
the 3rd Bn. byplicking up a rocket lsuncher of a wounded soldier and firiang
it unassisthed at the pillboxes and open emplacements, A direct hit into
the embrasure of one pillbox hindering the advance, caused ths piilbox to
g0 up 1In flames,.S,.5gt. Plyo, mortar squad leader, 4th Section, Znocked
out several emplacements and after all his ammunition had been eXpended,
with a Tew other NCOs, led the men in an assault on ensmy positions, -
ne - _Approximately 15 prisoners were captured and turned over to the 3ed

Bns These men stayed with the 3rd Bn. until they were able to re join the
Cpmpany the following day. : = |

The 1st section landed at their proper piace on the beach, This gectilo
alsc displayed courage and inititiative, Hpmmx When the section leader
was x¥x fatally wounded, the asgistant seciion leader took over, He ordered
the wireman to blow the barbed wire, which he d4id after crawllng 30 yards
exposed to small arms and mortar fire, Shortly after thé section sgt,
wag wounded and the next senlor NCO asdumed command and led the sectlion
to commanding ground overlooking-the beach. This section attached 1tself to
Co, G, moved inland, angd hﬁlpeﬂf;n*deatraying enemy snipers and isolated
MG nests between the beach and Colleville g Mer, = i

Co. Hgtrs. andthe 3ra section landed directly in front of strongpoint
assigned to Co, F, 3rd Section lost all 1tg special equipment, due mostly
to casualtied inflicted by the snemy. ITherefore, only small arms fire was
used against enemy emplacements with 1little effect. No gupport was receieve
from the tanmks as none landed at this partlicular gsector ofk the beach, '

~~ However, threc tanmks 413 come over fromn the left flank at 1000 hours and

Tfired at open enemy emplacements and pillboxes. Also = destroyer came
fairly close to shore anj fired at the same strongpoint. Co. Hqtrs, and
the 3rd Sctn. weke pinned at the high water line, which offered some |
cover untlil &ppprox. 1200 hours. At 0945 Hours the Coe. Cmdr sent & runner
along the beach to the right to contact Bn and give them the siun. The
runner returned abt. 1130 hours with orders for Capte ¥Finke to move
all 2nd Bn., men to the right, where s breakthrough had been made about 500
yards down the becah, When the Co., finally assembled at Bn,, only the Co.
C.0c, 18t Sgt., and 10 PVtS., §ere present., These pvis. were used as local
gecurliy for the Bn, C.P. The 1lst Sgt. by placing three men to the left
flank of the CP was fired upon and pinned down temporarily by an enemy MG,
One of the men managsd to return to the 8P lmmedlately after he wag firsd
upon and informéd the Co. £.0., that he bellieved the 1at Sgt. to be hit by
ghe NG fire, Upon £k receiving this information, Cap*t. Finke, with one pvt.,
tried to c apture or kill the enemy lGer by working his way up around the
flank. He succeeded in getting to within 75 yards of the gun but both he
and the pvt. were x wounded by mortar fire and were evacuated *o the aid -
station. This left the Co. on the night of D=day 'with no orflcers, a lst
Sgte., and abt, 10 pbvts., Eisht more BM joined the Co. before midnight, =
The men separated from the Co. rejoined it in Colleville s Mer during
Che afternoon °f DFl.The overflow consisting of two Os and 31 EMQ,%@Hﬂ-&g;?v
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Go, H, 16th Inf.

12 June 1944

Members mf this organization lnaded inteo their asﬂault craft at apprﬂx-
0430 hours and started &m rendezvous movement until the entire graup hagd- - =
gathered. The akP armadam was complete and very satisfying, The sea ws
was very-rough and quite a few men were seasick, some of the craft turnad
over, but fortunately nome from thls Company, The rocket 1ighteﬂa {L@Pﬁi)
and heavy shlips were cgnstantly bombarding the shore. . =
~ H Co, was scheduled to hit the shore at Easy Red beach-at 0710 hours,
but had to contact the Navy control boat and lost some time in doing that.
After finding the exact direction from the control boat the Co. started 3
towards shorse at full throttle. The Co. reached shore 2t approx. 0727 hours.
They were immediately hit by MG fire and heavy casualtle ensued, They hit
‘the beach too far left of where they were to lan 4, The tanks were on the
- beach to the right of where they landed, but were not ghving tooc much
support. There were obstacles on the baacn arrd around these were antil-
pergonnel mines and Teller mines on top of them., The tide was rising at
this time and many of the wounded, who probably could have been saved, were
- drowned., Juite a bit of equipment was lost, All of the r&diﬂaﬂ Wwere wibhar
. 8t or destroyed.
: The situation on the beac h was critical, and at times looked very -
black, One of the Co's MGs set up on the left and started firing at the
plllbox and open emplacements that were on the left flpnk. Epnemy mortar
fire was dropping on the beach, but the enemy either was scared or was hij
~ because it wasn't very effecpive and, after a time, ceased.xkkmx There was
_MG fire coming from the extreme left/ This sector was supposed to be taken
by the 3rd Bn. Every time a move was made this gun would open up and
kepte the Co., pinned down, There also was a lot of mines golng offy. Thege
2 evidenbly were timed (272972727 ) .About-thres hours later a2 hole was blown
In the barbed wire by a barigalore~ tnrpeda and wYhey then started moving down t!
the beach, a distance of about 200 yards; and gtarted infiltrabin g through
the gapn.An enemy MG on the left kept up a continual fire which made
progress very slow., There were a lot of mines along the Co's path, most of
which were marked, and the engineers were trying to take them out, After
getting off the beach, they climbed up a hill and crossed a minefield and:
*“en turndd to the left and contlinued on until they hit a road and then
~wurned right. The mortar platoon was set up in position near some rulned
bldgs., and the Co, CF was set up near these positlions,
This position was approx, EOG yards from the beach and approx., 400 yards
from the rown of Collevlille, The MG platoonswgxviex were in direct support
of the rifle Cos. The 2nd Platoon could not be contacted for a period of time
and it was belleved that they were captured, but later, cuntact was maﬁﬂx :
established with them.
The manner in which the battle was fﬂught was outb ﬂf the ardinary. The
enemy seemed to be everywhere, MG fire, artidlery, and sniping were very
heavy. The mortars played a Vﬂry impurtaﬂt part in eliminating these MG
nests and also snipers, At tlmes the Co, haed a MG to the left, front, and
right, and it had begun tom lpok like they would be backlng into the sea,
but sheer guts, excellent leadership dominated and they pulled through
sucecessfully. They r=mained in 2 defensive pﬂaitian durinﬁ the rest of the
nighte
* The total casualties numbered 26, eizht of theae Wers bﬂlievﬂd dead,
but were carried sas EI& The resthware wcunﬁeﬂ, most of them geriously.
=l
From a statement by Sgt. R, D. Jcpes, H Co, 16th nf.

14


http://cbs.wondershare.com/go.php?pid=5610&m=db

0 —

e, ... *
A D DL b, QDD Cofs — { a0d

9(—;-.%'3;&% Voo

\
i - ; |.I

e

E‘Tnmh%
5 i |

X o


http://cbs.wondershare.com/go.php?pid=5610&m=db

‘ e T - 'I
Remove Watermark Now
§ \
o ut

| #ﬁiﬁnﬁjf i Y
The D Day Experiences of Company L, 16th Infantry ii ({é%ﬁ,»

The nﬂmpany landed between 0850 and 0700. The order from left
to right in the asseult sectione was four, five, three, headquarters
detachment, two, &and one.

The fnurth gection foundered due to heavy seas. The boat sunk
about two miles from shore. The men remained in the water from two te
three hours. Four of them drowned, four others are still miscsing,

The firast sectlon boat was hit by an srtillery shell about two
hundred yards out, but lost no men. Thls shell was probably & 47mm,
However, as with the gecond battalion, the boats did not suffer any
real losses while in motion, althnugh under steady fire. The losses
began when the ramps were 1ﬂWEPFﬁ

When L Company landed there were tanks in motion and other in-
fantry on the beach well off to the right. The tenke were moving up
and down the beach but they were not firing. |

Hegdquertere end thipd sectlion landed dry. The second landed in
water up up to their hips, and the first section landed in water
neck deep. PFiffth sectlion landed in knee decn weter.

In the first section two antitank artillery shells landed on the

- boat Just as the men were debarking. One shell hit under the ramp and
knocked off Twon men who fell into the water. Several others were
wounded.

The third section had some near artillery misses. The same was
true of the second sectlion whlch had two shells to the right of their
boat. Flve men were wounded by this fire, two in the stomach, the
others 1n the extremities. Thase men were all dragged to aaPety.

The second section had just landed when a shell hit the boat and
exploded it. It seems to have been the experience of L Company that
it was able to retrieve i;a wounded 4n time a8 the men do not recall
seeing any of them tsken eut by .the "tide. Hnw ver, they did see Havwy
personnel lost in this manner,

There was no shingle where L Company landed, but only flet beach
gtretehing out shead of them to the foot of the ﬂlifr. The company
landed so that 1ts right flank was Just at the right edge of the cliff.

The men advanced to the foot of the cliff immediately and without

-having to be urged. There was much machine gun fire from sbove and
- from Doth flanks. On the left flank there was a 47mm gun shooting
down the beach. |

It was only a matter of a few minutes~-as lonz ae it takes %o
walk three hundred yards--until the ¢ mpany had moved from the waters
edge to the foot of the cliff. The first and more lightly loaded men
ran. The welght carriers did it at & walk.

Of the 31 in the first section, 18 arrived at the cliff and six
of these were wounded. Second seutiﬂn got ‘20 To the cliff, five
wounded. The third section got all of its 31 men to the clir? and
only one man was wounded, This section had kept extremely well spread
out and its movement regulated off the boat. This section had tsken .
up an interval but the othere had deployed on leaving,. The fifth got
twenty men to the cliff, about ten wounded en route. One man was
killed at the foot of the eliff from mortar fire, Headqusrters
detachment lost five men before reaching the ¢liff. This included the
company commander, Capt John R. Armellino, who wee hit by mortar fire.

The &1d men were tresting right at the edge of the water. They
worked back and forth from the water dragging those back to the cliff
who could not move under thelr own power. Filrst Army troops, both
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engineers and medics, went to the rescue of the wounded, Some were
cshot while so doing. The Germans Tired 8t all that moved and mede
no execeptions of the 216 men.

L Company was supposed To 1and with 1ts right flank next to the
l1eft shoulder of T Compeny, but in fact 1% came in about five hundred
yards to the left of ite objectlve and at the point that 1 Compsany
wes supposed to land. I8 thus was displaced five hundred yards from

te pseigned missions. The first section under Lt Kenneth E. Klenk
struck out immedlately to the right to fezl out the sirong point
confronting the beach and between the two draws. However, upon finde
ing that the approach to this atrong point exposed hie men unduely,
he moved hie men bsck and straight up the hill toward the strongpolnt
between the beach and Cabourg. The ground of this incline was furrowved
with numerous small ecircular ditches 80 that it was almost terrace
1ike. The men were able to welk right up the drsw without recelving
any fire. In pert this was due to the nature of the ground but also
to the defenders being sghelled bv a destroyer. Two men were hift in
the group. That left ten. In retracing its steps, however, the first
section had cloeed in behind the second, third, and fifth sections g
which were already fighting their way up the slope with the gaercond in

- 'the lesd. Tre second seotinn swung in towerd the strong point and got

behind 1t. The third and fifth moved cblique right and continued up
the draw. By this time the naval fire wae holding up the movement

and preventing second and first sections from c¢losing in on the strong
point.

The sections attacking the strong point had come up the hill under  _
bullet =nd rifle grenade fire. The men hed moved along in squad column
and were taking advantage of the shrubbery within the draw so that
the eneny fire did them 14ttle hurt. They could see the Germansg
moving around in position on the top of~thahill and the BAR men not
only in the sections closing on the strong point, but in the two sections
which had gone on rightward, were spraying the ground gteadily. The
BAR fire wae ertremely effective and they saw SOmME of the enemy fall.

At the same time, two medium tenks on the besch were putting 75mm
fire on the enemy emplacements, thls fire belng directed by Lt Jimmle
W. Monteith of L Compsny.

The mechine gune of I company were set up on the ridge to the
weaet of the gtrong point. They aliso supported the advance,

The second scction phoned Lt Robert R. Cutler that it was ready
to slose on the poeition if the naval fire could be lifted. Just then
Cutler saw purple smoke rising from the etrong point and told the second
aection that part of the force was already eloeing in. The second
~hould therefere push on inlsnd. The signal had been put out by the
fipret section which had worked in %to the strongpcint on a shorter line
then the second section. The neval Tire was £3lling in between the
two groups. The second sectlon then continued inland. The third
section had kept moving right along and wes alreedy staending on the
initial high ground, The fifth had come in on thirds right. The
second went on up end formed to the left of the southwerd faecing line.

Piret section moved in to the outlylng trenches of the strong point
and begsn moping up with grensades and satchel cherges. About four or
five of the enemy were knocked out during the close fightling before
the rerainder surrendered. The Amerlcans 1oet only one. He 18
gupposed to have been killed by 2 mine. In the second section four men
were wounded, but they treated on the ground and remsined %o fight. One
other wae hit in the stomach. The third section was still unhurt. The

i
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fifth lost no men advancing up the hill.

At 0900 Lt Cutler called to battalion and told them that the enemy
had been subdued in the strong point. A% 0930 battelion wee agaln
called and told that the company wee on the initiasl high ground,

Almost immediately Sgt. Burton Davls toock a patrol of three men to
cut the road to le Grand Hameasu. He then sdded one man to the parol
and moved up to the first bullding of le Grand Hamesau, looking for the

lank of K Company. His mission also included reconnalsance of & route
by which L Compeny could advance. Bul while he wae Tglking with a
French oivilian, a German came toward the patrol. They shot hium,

At the same time wachine pistols started firing over on the left
and the patrol fell back toward the company. The troops clailm that the
Germans were drunk. 8Sgt Davis could hear them laughlng and giving
commands in English in the hedgerows. |
| L. Company had already beaten off its first small counter attack,
The Germans moved their asutomatie fire along the hedge rows from the
direction of the beach. Thils gttack was driven off by fire before
many of the enemy were seen. But 1t seemed fto be about a platoon omen,
Thev moved from both the left and right rear. Monteith was killed
during this attack. Half a dozen others were hit. By this time L
Company had been Jolned by & heavy machine gun secticn from M Company
and a section from K Company.

Ancther patrol from the flfth sectlon was sent on & reconnsisance

toward Cabourg on the right flank, It sent back word by one man that
{1t had followed a defileded poeition from which to observe the town,
A few minutes later, however, one of the men was wounded. While the
two others were attending him, they were captured by a German patrol,
They spent the night in Cebourg and came out next night with 52 prisone
The leading gigure in this was Pfc. Lewrence Miglander,

That afternoon L company moved into le Grand Hameau.

|
re. |

W )
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ANTI TANK CO., 16th Infantry SENL

On 6 June t he leading elements of the Go. landed with the 2nd and d Bnge of the
Fegiment at 0745 on FG gnd ER beaches in the vieinity of COolleville g ”arszra.n:a. Ba:lrl:
beaches were under heavy enemy small arms fire and artillery fire. Coempany Hqtrs. landed
m EG beach shortly thereafter and was met with the same type of fire, This greup moved
@ leng the beach in an casterly direction fer about £00 yards, then moved seuth and get
W the inital CP abeut 00 yards inland in the vicinity of the Regimental OP. While
mving laterally aleng the beach twe gun squads which had already landed, joined the
®. Hotrse group. In the landing the Co. suffered the loss of two 1/4-ton trucks and
3/4=ten truck but were able to salvage the guns by the excellent work ef the gun_crews.
Some: casualties were experienced at the time..At gbout 0845 the element landing with the
end Bn, led by Lt, Kunze, mgde centact with the Company pPreper. Th# Ce. OP dug in fer all
around defense in order to further its operations. At aprexe. 1100 hours the rest of the
Xd, guns started to land in the vicinity ef Exit Ne. l, ER beach. The cempany suffered
the loss of enex 1/4-ten truck and twe 57-mm guns at this time. The guns were salvaged
& a later time by the g crews. At abeut 1300 hoursLt. Allen Joined the cempany with
“he residue group and assistd in the all around defense of the OP, Up until thig time
«#% word had ceme frem Lt. Campbelland his recennsissance element with the 3rd Bn. of the —
fegiment. At gbout 1600 hours énemy residtance slackened and the company moved inland
about 1 mile and reorganization toek place. At abeout 200 hours S/Sgt Baker snd 25 EM ef th
the Mine Plateoen landed gnd joined the cempany. Snipers were active througheut the
night and bembs were drepped en the beach and the regimental &2 area. During all this
a¢ tion the cempany lest 2 EMs believed killed, ene Officer and 13 EMe MIA, 4 EMs
wounded and evacuated,. and 2 Officers and 6 EMew wounded and not evacuated. During the
eried froem Hehour te 2400 hours mwm Officers and men of this Cempany erformed many
lereic acts such as salvaging equipment and men from the sea and pushing ferward in
thelr task as anti-tank men in securing the beachhead for the regiment.

'
“rom an account by Cab. Linceln D. Fish, AT Ce., Cu0., at the 16th Inf

Hotre --- 4 July 1944
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coPY. -~ SECRET

IPW Team #24,
MIS ETOUSA
APO #1

27 June M.l

Memorandum: To Adjutant, FID, MIS, ETQUSA,

Dear Major Stremlau,-

:.:Qraﬁtiﬂgs from France, "I thought you might be interested

_in the experisnces of my team since I last saw you. We are all

hale and hearty and got through "D" dey OK and hope that the other
teams Tared the same, - - | - -

- Shortly after my visit to Broadway on 9 May L4 we received
orders to start lst phase waterproofing, which was completed on
12 May. On 17 May we moved to the marshalling areas, where we were
allowed short passes until the camps were sealed for the briefing,
which started on 27 May, Pyt Valtin joined me on 25 May in Cenmp
and I was able to get hlm some necessary last minute equipment.
When I talked to you on the phone abocut him my vehicles were already
waterproofed and could therefore not come and get him myself, but
could not tell Xﬁu 8o over the phone but hope you understood anyway.
We were loaded in to our crafts starting the last few days in Eay.
For this operation I had to lend 1Lt, Shapiro and /Sgt Bartal to
Division Hq. to form a provisional interrogation team for the
Divislion Cage, together with Lt, Renberg and N/Sgt Lewkowitz from
the 18th Infentry team, The rest of my team and myself remained
with the 16th Infantry Combat Team, As I rad also to furnish 1
Jeep to the team at the division cage, I needed only one driver to
take charge of the other vehicle which was loaded on an LCT and was
scheduled to land at H plus 220 minutes, This left me with 2 men,
S/Sgt Kirchheimer and Pvt Valtin, to go on board the APA 1 (USS
Chase), where we had some good American chow for a few days, including
nice whlte bread, etec. The night before "D" day an extra good
dinner had been prepared, : |

Ye sailed on the evening before "0D" &Qy from Portland Harbor

:anﬂ went east for a while slong the coast and started turning south

when we were approximately opposite the Isle of Wight. It sure
was an impresslve sight for any one to look at that invasion fleet.

-I never realized that there could be that many ships. Besides the

numerous APAs, we had what looked like hundreds and hundreds of LCTs
and LCIs with us and plenty ofynaval protection, fron countless small
eraft up to a number of big battle ships, "H" hour was set for

0630 and my team was scheduled to land with Regimental Headquarters
at ¥ plus 90 minutes., DBreskfast was at 0LOO and we were scheduled
to go down the nets at H minus LO. Everything went sceoiding to
schedule till we neared the beach where the enemy resistance proved
stronger than had been anticipated, This was mainly due to the

fact that units of the German 352nd Infantry Division had moved into
our area just a few weeks before we landed and had established a

‘number of strongpoints unknown to us.
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- We were supposed to land &t and leave the beach via the beach
exit at Cole~ville-sur-Mer, but such terrific fire greeted each
craft Lrying to land thers, thet we were forced to move furthsr west
along the bsach for a landing whick was accomplished 500 vards down
the beach, by turning in through & maze of besch obstacles which
the demolitlion engineers had been unable to remove, as the murderous
fire from shore had pinned them down on the beach. we got off our
lending craft in chest deep water about 150 yards from shore. ~ The
concussion of a nearby exploding shell made me lose my balance just
a8 1 went down the remp end I took a complete ducking but got up
right away end we all made for shore as fast as we possibly could
ta-t;ka adv;gtag& of the cover afforded by the gravel embankment
on the besch, |

=

- The 16th Infantry was the assault regiment of the lst Division,,
with the 18th and 26th in reserve. The assault battalions of the
16th had of course landed at "H" hour, and the reserve battalion
came in at sbout the same time as we did, but by the tire we landed,
elements of the assault bhattalions were still pinned down at the
beach, but started working their way inshore. The teach was packed
with thousands of troops weiting for exist to be clesared and as "H"
hour had been at midtide, the tide was now coming in with a strong
surf and narrowed the beach down to a strip only & few feet wide.
Just one enemy plane strafing that narrow strip of beach could have
killed hundreds of us. But no German plahes were seen by us through-
- out the day, only after derk & few showed up to do some not too.
effective bombing along the beach and near our CP,

A narrow path through some minefields was at leeast cleared
Tor us and we filed up the rising ground for a few hundred yards up
to where a falirly steep bluff offered pretty good cover against low |
angle fire, and established the Regimental CP and sid station, =
o 1
in order to keep contact in the terrific confusion at the
beach I kept within view of our CO, Col. Taylor, at all times and
told my men and also the French interpreter with the 16th, &t.
Peignat, to keep my in sight all the time, and in this manner we
managed to stay together. '

Just when I started filing up the path towards the proposed CF,
I saw the firet batch of prisoners coming down the hill, a sorry
loocking lot, carrying treir own wounded. I stopped them and
~declared that spot off the path on the hillside the PW enclosure and
went to work. The first thing I did was to ask one of the prisoners.
for his paybock, and I could not believe my eyes when I saw that he wa
from the 3rd Co, 9lith Infantry, 352nd Infantry Division. This =
regiment and division was supposed to be about 50 miles south from
us, and the only thing our 0,.B. had told us that we would run into
at the beach would be the 726th Infentry of the 716éth Infantry
Division. I checked with several other priscners, but they were
all from the same unit and then sent our discovery up to the 5-2 on
the hill. I found out that this 352nd Division had their units
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